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Awards Celebration & Dinner set May 6 th 

Tommy Smothers  

  The Awards Celebration & Annual 

Dinner is the chapterôs only fundraising 

event and is always a fun time. This 

year weôve moved the event to the 

Friedman Center and will feature a 

happy hour, a 50-50 raffle (the winner 

receives ½ of the raffle ticket sales), a  

delicious three-course dinner by Wine 

Country Catering, and a room full of 

people who celebrate civil l iberties. 

Sonoma County Chapter Board elec-

tions will be held. (See box below)  

  Be a sponsor or put an ad in the pro-

gram. It all helps support the Sonoma 

ACLU chapter so it can be strong.  

Community groups interested in tabling 

at the dinner should contact the chap-

ter at aclu@sonic.net, or by phone at 

(707) 765-5005. 

  See Page 3 to make your reserva-

tions. See you there! 

Rainey Reitman  

  ACLU of Sonoma County will hold its Award Celebration & Annual 

Dinner May 6th at the Friedman Center in Santa Rosa with an exciting 

program featuring keynote speaker Rainey Reitman and 2011 Jack 

Green Civil Liberties Award honoree Tommy Smothers. 

  Rainey Reitman leads the activism team at the Electronic Frontier 

Foundation, a nonprofit civil l iberties law firm and advocacy organiza-

tion that champions the public interest in critical battles affecting digital 

rights. She will speak on Your Privacy Under Attack: The Internet and 

You. (See her biography on Page 2)  

  Tom Smothers has long been a symbol of resi stance to re strictions on  

free speech. As a member of The Smothers Brothers folk mu sic -

comedy team with his brother Dick, he was involved in a historic battle 

against television censorship and has continued to speak out for peace  

and civil liberties. (See his biography on Page 2)  

Chapter Wins ACLU-NCôs Activism Award 

  The Dick Criley Activism Award wa s e stablished by the ACLU of 

Northern California to honor the chapter whose  involvement ad-

vanced civil liberties in the chapterôs local community area and 

helped advance ACLU-NCôs campaigns. 

  The Sonoma  

Chapter received 

the award for its 

second time (it 

also received the 

award in 2002) at 

the ACLU-NCôs 

Bill of Rights 

Celeb ration  in 

San Francisco, 

Decembe r 5th.  

Sonoma is only 

the second chap-

ter (ACL U-NC 

has 17 chapters) 

to receive this 

award multiple 

times. 

Kelli Evans, Associate Director of ACLU -NC, 

presents the 2010 Dick Criley Activism Award to 
Chapter Chair Marty McReynolds, Board Mem-

bers Rick Coshnear and Judith Volkart  

Partial Victory on Car Impounds? 

  Sonoma Sheriff Steve Freitas recently announced 

that he is considering adopting a ñno-tow policyò for 

unlicensed drivers with no prior convictions for unli-

censed driving. Santa Rosa recently implemented 

this policy. While this would be a step forward, it 

does not go far enough. 

  ACLU-NC and the Sonoma Chapter have been 

working with other community groups, to get law 

enforcement agencies to change their towing and 

impound policies that result in unlicensed drivers 

having their vehicle seized 

for 30 days at a cost of 

over $2000 without any 

finding of guilt by a court. 

This can result in the 

driverôs family being 

stranded by the side of the 

road. Drivers arre sted for 

repeat drunk driving only 

face a 15-day impound. 

  The ACLUôs policy would  

(See Policy on Page 4)  

Interested in being on the 

chapterõs Board of Direc-

tors? Board elections will 

take place at the Awards 

Celebration & Annual 

Dinner May 6th. 

Fill out the  nomination 
form on our website, call 

us (707) 765-5005 or email 

us at: aclu@sonic.net 
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Tommy Smothers, activist 
ñItôs hard for me to stay silent when I keep hearing 

that peace is only obtaina ble through war. There is 

nothing more scary than watching ignora nce in ac-

tion. So I dedicate this Emmy to all of the people who 
feel compelled to speak out and not afraid to speak 

to power and wonôt shut up and refuse to be 

silenced.ò 

- Tommy Smothers, accepting a special Emmy Award in 

2008 for his TV writing for The Smothers Brothers Co m-

edy Hour 

  Tommy Smothers has long been a symbol of resistance  

to censorship through his fight to present matters of vital 

interest to a wide American audience. 

  Tom and his brother Dick were born in Ne w York City 

and grew up in California. They graduated from Redondo 

Union High School and attended San Jose State, where 

Tom was a gymnast and Dick was on the track team. In 

1959, they formed The Smothers Brothers, a folk-singing 

duo that first appeared at the Purple Onion in San Fran-

cisco. They soon developed a combination folk music 

and comedy act that played for live audiences and made 

hit record albums. 

A prime -time lightning rod  

  In 1967, The Smothers Brothers Co medy Hour ap-

peared on CBS-TV and revolutionized prime-time televi-

sion by using comedy to delve into taboo subjects; drug s,  

racism, police brutality and to satirize politicians and criti-

cize the Vietnam War. The show became one of the high-

est rated and most criticized on television as social con-

servatives railed against it. 

  As the showôs producer, Tom waged a running public 

battle with CBS over cen sorship of pointed commentary 

and the protest songs of gue st stars including Harry Bela-

fonte, Pete Seeger and Joan Baez. The Smothers Broth-

ers were fired by the network in April 1969, during the 

showôs third season, ostensibly for failing to comply with 

rules for submitting tapes of the show for review before  

broadcasting. The brothers then sued CBS for breach of 

contract and won their case. 

Remains outspoken  
  Tom kept to his outspoken ways and anti-war activism. 

On June 1, 1969, he joined John Lennon and Yoko Ono 

in their ñbed-inò in a Montreal hotel, strumming his guitar 

during the recording of Lennonôs song, Give Peace a 

Chance. 

  In the years that followed, the Smothers Brothers pur-

sued their career, touring widely, returning to television 

and becoming the longest-running comedy act in U.S. 

history. Their show and battles with censorship became 

the subject of a book Dangerously Funny by David Bian-

culli and a PBS documentary Smothered. 

  Tom continues to spea k out on the important issue s of  

the times. He also has mastered the yo-yo and performs 

as Yo-Yo Man. He now lives in Kenwood with his wife 

Marcy.  

Rainey Reitman, advocate 
ñIndividual privacy is a necessary component for a 

truly democratic society - checking government sur-

veillance and shielding freedom of expression. As we 

move into an increasingly digi tal age, protecting 

online privacy will be vital to safeguarding other civil 

liberties.ò 

- Rainey Reitman, Activism Director of the Electronic 

Frontier Foundation 

  Rainey Reitman knows the Internet and the threat it 

pose s to the privacy of all who use it. She has re-

searched the intersection between personal privacy and 

technology, particularly social networking privacy, loca-

tional privacy, and online tracking. 

  Reitman has studied, investigated and written exten-

sively on issue s affecting consumer privacy, specializing 

in online data brokers, data breaches and social network-

ing privacy. She knows how private companies and our 

government collect analyze and sell information about 

you. That has led her to act and speak out about what is 

happening to our privacy in the digital age. 

Keynote speaker  
  At the chapterôs Awards Celebration and Annual Dinner 

May 6th, Reitman will discu ss the se issue s in her keynote  

address, Your Privacy Under Attack: The Internet & You, 

and what can be done to curb this threat. 

  Reitman leads the activism team at the Electronic Fron-

tier Foundation (EFF), a nonprofit civil liberties law firm 

and advocacy organization that champions the public 

interest in critical battles affecting digital rights. Reitman 

and the activism team work to educate and empower 

consumers about issue s that affect their online rights and 

to mobilize concerned citizens to beat back bad legisla-

tion. 

A respected resource  
  Born and raised in Virginia, Reitman earned her BA in 

Multidisciplinary Studies: Creative Writing, Russian & 

Gender Studies from Bard College in New York. After a  

few years doing public relations, she left the corporate 

world and served a s Director of Communications with the 

Privacy Rights Clearinghouse, a nonprofit advocacy and 

education organization promoting consumer privacy. In 

2010 she joined EFF. 

  Reitman has been a resource for television, radio and 

print news outlets, including The Guardian, Time Maga-

zine, the Chicago Tribune, the Los Angeles Times and 

the Journal for Information Security and Privacy.  

  In addition to her work at EFF, Reitman serve s a s a  

steering committee member for the Bradley Manning 

Support Network, advocating for the release of accused  

WikiLeaks whistleblower Pfc. Bradley Manning. She also 

volunteers with several nonprofit and feminist groups.  

  In her spare time, Reitman enjoys long distance run-

ning, writing novels, and tweeting. 
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Chapter meets and greets 
  On Feb. 21, the Sonoma County 

Chapter hosted a meet-and-greet 

event at the Glaser Center in Santa 

Ro sa, which coincided with ACLU-

NCôs Campaign for Justice Tour of 

Northern California counties. 

  Abdi Soltani, ACLU-NCôs executive 

director, met more than 30 people 

who gathered to share refre shments 

and hear about ACLU activities in 

Northern California. He explained 

ACLU policies on key issue s includ-

ing the U.S. Supreme Courtôs recent 

ruling in the Citizens United case 

granting corporations the right to 

make unlimited donations to political 

campaigns. 

  Chapter Chair Marty McReynolds 

and Board Member Steve Fabian 

spo ke about the civil l iberties efforts 

of the Sonoma County Chapter. 

  Among those attending were sev-

eral members of Open Doors, a  

Northern California organization ad-

vocating for social justice and equal 

access for members of the deaf com-

munity. They were accompanied by 

two sign-language interpreters. Also  

present were members of the So-

noma County Chapter of the National 

Organization for Women and Com-

mittee for Immigrant Rights Sonoma 

County. 

Steve Fabian (left) talks about chap-
ter activities at the Feb. 21 meeting at 

the Glaser Center in Santa Rosa.  

I want to come to the ACLU of Sonoma Countyôs 

 2011 Awards Celebration & Annual Dinner!  

NAME(S): ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________ 

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________ ___________  CITY: __________________________________  ZIP: _______________ 

E-MAIL: __________________________________________ ______________________________________  PHONE: _________________________________ ________ 

_____ I WANT TO RECEIVE E-MAIL CIVIL LIBERTIES AC TION ALERTS FROM ACLU  

I WANT  TO  C OME ! - RESERVATIONS  HELD  AT  DOOR : 

MAY 6 TH  5:30 P.M. - FRIEDMAN  C ENTER  - 4676 M AYETTE  AVENUE  SANTA  ROSA  

$45 ($31 LOW  INCOME ) THROUGH  APRIL  25 TH ;  APRIL  26 TH  AND  LATER :  $60 ($40 LOW  INCOME ) 

N UMBER  OF  RESERVATIONS  _____ @  $ _____ = $ _________ 

_____ I HAVE NEVER BEEN AN ACLU MEMBER BEFORE & WANT A FREE ACLU MEMBERSHIP!  

I WANT  TO  BE  A SPONSOR : 

SPONSORS RECEIVE 2 ADMISSIONS WITH RESERVED SEATS, WINE WITH MEAL AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT IN PROGRAM 

 _____ REGULAR SPONSORSHIP - $200:  INCLUDES BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD IN PROGRAM  (ENCLOSE CARD) 

 _____ SILVER LEVEL SPONSOR SHIP - $250:  INCLUDES ӎ PAGE AD IN PROGRAM 

 _____ GOLD LEVEL SPONSORSHIP - $300:  INCLUDES ½ PAGE AD IN PROGRAM 

 _____ SPONSOR A TABLE FOR 8 - $800:  INCLUDES 8 ADMISSIONS PLUS ½ PAGE AD IN PROGRAM 

 _____ I WANT TO BRING _____ EXTRA GUESTS TO SIT WITH ME: $75 EACH 

 ADS & O THER  WAYS  TO  SUPPORT  THE  SONOMA  C HAPTER : 

I WILL PLACE AN AD IN THE PROGRAM: _____BUSINESS CA RD AD (3İò X 2ò) - $40; 

           _____ӎ PAGE AD (4İò X 2ò) - $50  _____ HALF PAGE AD (4İò X 3İò) - $75;  _____ FULL PAGE AD (4İò X 7İò) - $150 

_____ I WILL DONATE TO THE SILEN T AUCTION  

I CANôT C OME  B UT  I WANT  TO  HELP  THE  CHAPTER : 

_____ I CANNOT ATTEND BUT WILL BE A SPONSOR $100:  BUSINESS CARD AD & LISTING IN THE PROGRAM (ENCLOSE CARD) 

_____ HEREôS A DONATION TO HELP KEEP THE SONOMA CHAPTER STRONG 

For information:   (707) 765 -5005  www.aclusonoma.org  

ADMISSION  TO  THE  AWARDS  C EREMONY  ONLY :  $45 AT  THE  DOOR  @ 7:15 P.M. 

Send check with this form to: ACLU of Sonoma County  P.O. Box 14181, Santa Rosa, CA  95402  

Please 

Print or Type 

ADS: 

B&W camera  

ready, PDF or 
JPEG formats 

300-600 PPI 
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INSIDE: 
Come to our 2011 Awards Cele-

bration & Annual Dinner May 6th 

Jack Green Civil Liberties Award 

to Tommy Smothers 

Chapter receives ACLU-NCôs Ac-

tivism Award 

Car impounds update 

& more... 

ACLU of Sonoma County meets 

the 3rd Monday of the month, 7 pm 

Peace & Justice Center 

460 Sebastopol Ave., Santa Rosa 

Teachers, Community Groups: 

Want a speaker to discuss  

civil libert ies issues? 

Contact us ! 

Weôll provide a speaker! 

Become an On-Line Activist! 
Sign up to receive e-mail A CLU 

Action Alerts to inform you of im-

portant civil liberties issues. Send 

free faxes and e-mails to your rep-

resentatives. 

Go to: www.aclunc.org.  Clic k on: 

ñSIGN UP FOR ACLU-NC EMAILò 

ACLU of Sonoma County 
Board of  Directors 

Marty McReynolds, Chair  

Rick Coshnear, V ice Chair  

Nancy Palandati, Secretary  

Marcus Borgman, Treasurer 

Steve Fabian, A CLU-NC Rep. 

Evan Livingstone 

Judith Volkart 

ACLU-NC launches  
Tour for Justice  

  This spring, ACLU of Northern Cali-

forniaôs Executive Director Abdi Soltani 
and other staff members are traveling 

throughout Northern California to meet 

with community leaders, campus lead-

ers,  legislators and civil liberties activ-

ists in the Campaign for Justice Tour. 

  Soltani and ACLU-NC staff member 

Nicole Gamble held meetings in Santa 

Ro sa and on the Sonoma State Uni-

versity campus February 21st. 

Abdi Soltani (right), ACLU -NCôs Execu-

tive Director, meets with Susan Shaw of 
the Graton Day Labor Center in Santa 

Rosa February 21 st. 

Policy (cont. from Page 1)  

only allow towing only if the vehicle 

is a traffic or safety hazard, cannot 

be safely parked, or if the driver can-

not find a licensed driver to park o r 

retrieve it within a reasonable time. 

This is the constitutional minimum. 

  If towed, a 30-day hold would be  

allowed only if the driver wa s ar-

rested and; never was validly li-

censed by a state or country, owned  

the vehicle, and had prior se rious 

traffic convictions; or the driver had 

a su spended or revoked license. 

  Other cities have adopted policies 

that are less devastating to the poor 

than the Freitas and Santa Rosa  

policy. 

  Read on our website ACLU-NCôs 

new comprehensive report exposing 

the high costs of having local law 

enforcement enforce immigration 

laws: Costs and Consequences: The 

High Price of Policing Immigrant  

Co mmunities, and all of the policy 

recommendations. 


