
(See story on Page 3 for 

ACLU recommendations de-

veloped at the forum.) 

     Coalition leaders are work-

ing on developing a 

“Community Action Plan.”  
(Continued on Page 2) 

By SHERI GRAVES 

Vice Chair & Editor 

     Recommendations for es-

tablishment of a Civilian Re-

view Board and other ideas 

concerning police accountabil-

ity were discussed at the 

“Community Forum on Police 

Practices” on Oct. 27 at the 

Carpenter’s Labor Center, 

Santa Rosa. 

     The event was sponsored 

by “Advocates for Police Ac-

countability,” a coalition of 

individuals and 27 organiza-

tions, including ACLU of So-

noma County. 

     Some 200 people partici-

pated, many staying for the 

day-long forum, and others  

attending only the seven after-

noon workshops. 

     The workshops focused on 

issues arising from raw feel-

ings in the wake of several 

questionable civilian deaths 

resulting from shootings by 

sworn officers so far this year 

in Sonoma County. 

     Recommendations were 

developed on racial profiling, 

immigrant rights/ICE, civilian 

review, CopWatch, Magnet 

Gang Task Force, Stop-the-

Rail-to-Jail, and mental health 

and other disability issues. 

Police practices forum cements coalition  

Speaker named for ACLU awards dinner 
     Award winning pro-choice 

attorney Margaret Crosby will 

be the keynote speaker at your 

ACLU Chapter’s Awards 

Ceremony and Annual Dinner 

on March 28, 2008, at the 

Sebastopol Veteran’s Building. 

     This event is the chapter’s 

primary fund raiser for the 

year and is an important gath-

ering for the membership. 

     Once again the dinner will 

be catered by Art “The Pasta 

King” Obleto.  

 ________________________          

 

Annual Awards Dinner 

Friday, March 28, 2008 

Sebastopol Vet’s Building 
________________________ 

 

     Crosby’s address, “Back to 

the Future? The New Supreme 

Court Upholds a Criminal 

Abortion Law,” will look at 

the first abortion decision from 

the post-O’Connor U.S. Su-

preme Court.  

     In this decision, the Court 

upheld a criminal abortion law 

and allows the government to 

ignore medical science and 

increase the danger to the 

health of women seeking abor-

tions.  Crosby  will  discuss the 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Send in your 

nominations 

for awards 
By STEVE FABIAN 

    The Sonoma Chapter of the 

American Civil Liberties Un-

ion is seeking nominations 

from the public for the Jack 

Green Civil Liberties and 

Mario Savio Student Activist 

awards. The Jack Green Civil 

Liberties Award honors So-

noma County residents who 

have played a significant role 

in promoting civil liberties. 

The Mario Savio Student Ac-

tivist Award honors Sonoma 

County students whose leader-

ship has made a difference in 

their school or community.  

     The Jack Green Civil Lib-

erties Award was established 

in 1989 and is named after 

Jack Green, an ACLU mem-

ber, who with Sol Nitzberg 

attempted to organize apple 

pickers and cannery workers 

in Sonoma County in 1935. 

They were beaten, tarred and 

feathered and run out of town 

by 300 vigilantes the night 

after secretly distributing fly-

ers to workers calling for a 

strike. He returned the next 

day and went to the Sonoma 

County District Attorney who 

refused to file charges. He 

came to face his attackers in 

court when the Attorney Gen-

eral led an unsuccessful prose-

cution of the leaders.  

     The Mario Savio Student 

Activist Award was estab-

lished in 1997 and is named  
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Mark Schlosberg, Police Practices Policy Director of ACLU of 
Northern California, San Francisco, attended the forum to stress the 
need to enact SB 1019 to restore police accountability to California. He 
outlined three models of  Civilian Review Boards already established in 
other areas of the state: San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley and San Jose.  
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By ANN GRAY BYRD 

Chapter Chair 
 

     The community assumed the 

policy makers in its 13 cities and 

the Board of Supervisors would 

heed at least some of the recom-

mendations contained in the 1997

-98 Sonoma County Grand Jury 

Report. 

     Today, a decade later, we 

make no more assumptions. In-

stead, we are reminded of a quote 

by Milton Friedman:  

     “… Eternal vigilance is re-

quired and there have to be peo-

ple who step up to the plate, who 

believe in liberty …”  

     In the wake of recent civilian 

deaths resulting from police 

shootings or jail custody policies, 

we mourn the lost time and the 

lost lives.  

     Current elected policy makers 

must be held accountable on 

these 10-year old recommenda-

tions by the Grand Jury:  

     “More emphasis on recruiting 

processes for females and minori-

ties is needed . . .The Grand Jury 

strongly recommends that depart-

ments set recruitment goals, es-

tablish target dates … Deliberate 

and aggressive efforts need to be 

made by all departments to in-

crease the Spanish-speaking staff 

to accommodate the growing 

Hispanic population. 

     “Citizen complaint forms need 

to be available not only at the 

police station but in places such 

as town halls, libraries, etc. … 

for easy access. Citizen com-

plaints received orally or by tele-

phone need to be recorded 

through a system similar to writ-

ten complaints, so that a com-

plete tracking of all complaints is 

available. 
      

    “Release of accurate and 

timely information to the public 

after a serious incident involving 

a sworn officer should be insti-

tuted in all departments. 
      

     “The Board of Supervisors, 

town and city councils must take 

a stand on the creation of advi-

sory committees and/or civilian 

review boards.” 

     There is no excuse for county 

supervisors, city councilmem-

bers, the sheriff and the district 

attorney  — all of whom are sub-

ject to election … and recall — to 

continue to ignore these 10-year-

old Grand Jury recommendations.  

A message from the chair ... 

Forum on police accountability  

Rather, ACLU is  hoping to 

establish a Civilian Review 

Board that would function like 

the CRB in the city and county 

of San Francisco, where the 

CRB has replaced Internal Af-

fairs. The goal is to establish 

civilian oversight first in Santa 

Rosa and then in other jurisdic-

tions within Sonoma County. 

     Without objective civilian 

oversight,  questions and suspi-

cions will trail every police 

action where injury or death 

occurs. ACLU believes only 

transparency in the subsequent 

investigations will quell the 

outcries of abuse. 

     Under current law, the re-

sults of these investigations may 

be kept secret, a situation that 

vexes families and friends of 

those shot by police. The 2006 

law allowing that secrecy would 

be overturned by Senate Bill 

1019, the police accountability 

bill supported by ACLU.   

     SB 1019 would restore access 

to this information, which was 

open more than 30 years in Cali-

fornia.  Information about SB 

1019 was distributed at the fo-

rum.  

     The coalition sponsoring the 

forum, “Advocates for Police 

Accountability,” has vowed to 

continue meeting to try to re-

solve the wide-ranging issues 

faced by the various member 

organizations.  

(Continued from Page 1) 

      In the meantime, Sheriff's 

Capt. Dave Edmonds said, in a 

Press Democrat story, that coali-

tion members are “anti-law en-

forcement,” and claims of police 

abuses are “unfounded and in-

flammatory.” 

     By maligning anyone who 

decries  the current shroud of 

secrecy that cloaks the aftermath 

of any incident involving actions 

by law enforcement, Edmonds is 

following the official “status 

quo” thinking that infuriates the 

public. 

     Lost in the noise is the fact 

that this movement seeks to 

“out” only those officers who 

have a record of discipline for 

misconduct or abuse. It would 

seem logical  that good, ethical 

law enforcement  officers      

should want the same thing! 

      Police spokesmen argue that 

local law enforcement have suf-

ficient oversight already. How-

ever, existing oversight in So-

noma County is provided by the 

police themselves, with no re-

view by civilians.  

     The ACLU is not seeking to 

add another layer of oversight.  

Awards 
(Continued from Page 1) 

after Mario Savio, leader of 

the Free Speech Movement 

while a student at University 

of California Berkeley. He 

later moved to Sonoma 

County, taught at SSU and 

worked with the ACLU of 

Sonoma County to fight for 

diversity on campus and 

students rights.  

     The deadline for 

nominations is November 

30th. For information or to 

obtain a nomination form, 

call the ACLU of Sonoma 

County Hotline at 765-5005 

or download the nomination 

form from our website: 

www.aclusonoma.org. 

     The awards will be 

presented at the chapter’s 

Annual Dinner on March 

28, 2008.  

PAGE 2  

Busy, busy, busy 
     ACLU materials were 

distributed by board volun-

teers Ann Gray Byrd and 

Sheri Graves at Volunteer 

Day for Ursuline and Cardi-

nal Newman High Schools, 

and by Steve Fabian and 

Marty McReynolds  at the 

Petaluma Progressive Festi-

val. Judith Volkart repre-

sented the chapter at Project 

Censored. Fabian spoke at 

Oakmont & Juvenile Hall.  

     B y r d ,  G r a v e s , 

McReynolds, Fabian, Adam 

Lane-Basler, Nancy Palan-

danti and Rich Coshner 

staffed the ACLU table and 

coordinated activities at the 

“Community Forum on 

Police Practices” in Santa 

Rosa. Additionally, Byrd, 

Graves, Fabian and Volkart 

participated in a two-day 

ACLU leadership confer-

ence in Santa Cruz.  

     Your chapter board 

members also have attended 

unsuccessful meetings with 

the City of Santa Rosa re-

garding police accountabil-

ity, and have lobbied in 

Sacramento for passage of 

SB 1019.   

 

 

http://www.aclusonoma.org/


Civilian Review 
recommended 
at public forum  
 

By SHERI GRAVES 

Vice Chair & Editor 

     The ACLU of Sonoma 

County is committed to the 

establishment of Civilian Re-

view Boards in Sonoma 

County in order to provide 

citizen oversight of police 

activities.  

     In Northern California, 

CRBs already have been es-

tablished in San Francisco, 

Oakland, Berkeley and San 

Jose.  

     It’s important to note that 

in the city and county of San 

Francisco, a Civilian Review 

Board  has replaced the Police 

Department’s own Internal 

Affairs division. This is the 

CRB model ACLU hopes to 

achieve in Santa Rosa first, 

then in other jurisdictions of 

Sonoma County. 

      In concert with this goal, 

the ACLU supports Senate 

Bill 1019, which would re-

store open access to informa-

tion about police who have 

been disciplined for miscon-

duct or abuse of force. 

     ACLU believes in open, 

transparent government, in-

cluding law enforcement. The 

enactment of SB 1019 along 

with establishment of CRBs 

in Sonoma County may be 

the only way to end the se-

crecy emanating from police 

and sheriff departments con-

ducting investigations of 

various kinds of police prac-

tices, including cases of ci-

vilians shot by sworn offi-

cers. 

 _______________________ 

 

   “In the city  

and county of  

San Francisco,  

a Civilian Review 

Board has  

replaced the  

Police  

Department’s  

Internal Affairs  

division.” 
_______________________ 

     

     Contrary to statements 

made by Sonoma County 

Sheriff’s Capt. Dave Ed-

monds, the movement to 

establish Civilian Review 

Boards in Sonoma County is 

not “anti-law enforcement.”  

     The very existence of a 

CRB helps to avert claims of 

police abuse where none 

exists and contributes to 

good relations between law 

enforcement and the commu-

nity.       

     As recommended at the Oct. 

27 forum, these are the 10 prin-

ciples for an effective Civilian 

Review Board:  

     Independence. The power 

to conduct hearings, subpoena 

witnesses and report findings 

and recommendations to the 

public. 

     Investigatory Power. The 

authority to independently in-

vestigate incidents and issue 

findings on complaints. 

     Mandatory Police Coop-

eration. Complete access to 

police witnesses and documents 

through legal mandate or sub-

poena power. 

     Adequate Funding. Should 

not be a lower budget priority 

than police internal affairs sys-

tems.     

     Hearings. Essential for 

solving credibility questions 

and enhancing public confi-

dence in process.      

     Reflect Community Diver-

sity. Board and staff should be 

broadly representative of the 

community it serves.      

    Policy Recommendations. 
Civilian oversight can spot 

problem policies and provide a 

forum for developing reforms.     

     Statistical Analysis. Public 

statistical reports can detail 

trends in allegations, and early 

warning systems can identify 

officers who are subjects of 

unusually numerous com-

gent women and requiring 

teenagers to obtain parental or 

court consent for abortion.  

     Sh e  h e l p e d  a u t h o r 

“California’s Reproductive 

Privacy Act,” which protects 

birth control and abortion 

choices, and the “California 

Comprehensive Sex Health 

and HIV/AIDS Prevention 

Education Act,” which re-

quires sex education in Cali-

fornia schools be comprehen-

sive, bias-free and medically 

(Continued from Page 1) 

ruling’s impact on doctors and 

patients, Roe v. Wade, abor-

tion rights in California and 

other states, and what you can 

do to affect change. 

     Crosby has been an attor-

ney for the ACLU of Northern 

California for 30 years. She 

has successfully argued two 

cases before the California 

Supreme Court, striking down 

laws restricting Medi-Cal 

funding of abortion for indi-

accurate.  

     She has published numerous 

articles on civil liberties and 

has received several awards for 

her work on behalf of civil 

liberties.  

     Help your chapter remain 

strong by attending.  

~ 
     PROGRAM ADVERTIZING: 

Send us your business card with 

a check for $30 and your sup-

port of ACLU will appear as an 

ad in the printed program.  

Recommendations: 10 Principles for an effective CRB 

Awards dinner scheduled for March ¼08 
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officers with an unusual num-

ber of complaints.       

     Separate Offices. Should be 

housed away from police head-

quarters to maintain independ-

ence and credibility with pub-

lic. 

     Disciplinary Role. Board 

findings should be considered 

in determining appropriate 

disciplinary action. 

~ 
     WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

Write to your city council and 

board of supervisors demanding 

support of SB 1019 and estab-

lishment of a Civilian Review 

Board. Call, write, fax or email 

your state Assembly member to 

urge  action in support of SB 

1019. 

http://www.aclusonoma.org/


American Civil Liberties Union 
    The ACLU of Sonoma County is part of the national ACLU network of 
staffed affiliate and volunteer-run chapter offices in all 50 states and Puerto 
Rico.  
    California has three affiliates, one in San Francisco, one in Los Angeles, and 
one in San Diego. The Sonoma County chapter is under the jurisdiction of the 
ACLU of Northern California. Based in San Francisco, ACLU-NC is the larg-
est ACLU affiliate in the nation, with 55,000 members and 50 staff members. 
The Sonoma County chapter, with about 3,831 members, is seventh largest 
of ACLU-NCõs 22 chapters.   
    On a day-to-day basis, each affiliate is autonomous and makes its own deci-
sions about which cases to take and which issues to emphasize. Each has its 
own Board of Directors and staff, each sets its own civil liberties priorities, 
and each decides for itself what cases to take, what state and local bills to 
work on, and what kind of public education campaigns to run. 

     

    

  

Get ACLU-NC ¼Action Alerts½ through your email 
    Would you like to receive “ACLU Action Alerts” via email? These bulletins, from 

ACLU of Northern California, keep you up to date on what’s happening. 

    To receive ACLU Action Alerts, email your request to organizing@aclunc.org. 

Your email address will not be shared with other organizations and does not dupli-

cate your presence on ACLU’s national email list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a holiday gift? 
     From the executive director of the 

ACLU, Anthony D. Romero, and award-

winning journalist Dina Temple-Raston, 

In Defense of Our America takes a critical 

look at civil liberties in this country at a 

time when constitutional freedoms are in 

peril. Using the stories of real Americans 

on the frontlines of the fight for civil 

liberty, In Defense of Our America 

illustrates the dangerous erosion of the Bill 

of Rights in the age of terror.   

     Join the ACLU with a gift of $30 or 

more and receive a copy of the book for 

free. Or, buy the book for $20.95, 

including FREE shipping (a portion of the 

proceeds from the sale of this book goes to 

support the work of the ACLU). Visit 

wwww.aclunc.org. 
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Help! Volunteers needed 
      

     ACLU of Sonoma County needs 

a “webmaster” to keep the chapter 

web page updated. PLEASE volun-

teer if you have the skills. 
 

     Also, the chapter needs an 

“advertizing director” to sell and 

coordinate ads for the newsletter 

and the printed program for the 

annual dinner.  
 

     Please call: 

765-5005 

 

http://www.aclunc.org/support/make_a_donation.shtml
http://www.aclu.org/about/staff/indefenseofouramerica.html

