
(See story on Page 3 for 

ACLU recommendations de-

veloped at the forum.) 

     Coalition leaders are work-

ing on developing a 

ñCommunity Action Plan.ò  

(Continued on Page 2) 

By SHERI GRAVES 

Vice Chair & Editor  

     Recommendations for es-

tablishment of a Civilian Re-

view Board and other ideas 

concerning police accountabil-

ity were discussed at the 

ñCommunity Forum on Police 

Practicesò on Oct. 27 at the 

Carpenterôs Labor Center, 

Santa Rosa. 

     The event was sponsored 

by ñAdvocates for Police Ac-

countability,ò a coalition of 

individuals and 27 organiza-

tions, including ACLU of So-

noma County. 

     Some 200 people partici-

pated, many staying for the 

day-long forum, and others  

attending only the seven after-

noon workshops. 

     The workshops focused on 

issues arising from raw feel-

ings in the wake of several 

questionable civilian deaths 

resulting from shootings by 

sworn officers so far this year 

in Sonoma County. 

     Recommendations were 

developed on racial profiling, 

immigrant rights/ICE, civilian 

review, CopWatch, Magnet 

Gang Task Force, Stop-the-

Rail-to-Jail, and mental health 

and other disability issues. 

Police practices forum cements coalition  

Speaker named for ACLU awards dinner 
     Award winning pro-choice 

attorney Margaret Crosby will 

be the keynote speaker at your 

ACLU Chapterôs Awards 

Ceremony and Annual Dinner 

on March 28, 2008, at the 

Sebastopol Veteranôs Building. 

     This event is the chapterôs 

primary fund raiser for the 

year and is an important gath-

ering for the membership. 

     Once again the dinner will 

be catered by Art ñThe Pasta 

Kingò Obleto.  

 ________________________          

 

Annual Awards Dinner 

Friday, March 28, 2008 

Sebastopol Vetôs Building 
________________________ 

 

     Crosbyôs address, ñBack to 

the Future? The New Supreme 

Court Upholds a Criminal 

Abortion Law,ò will look at 

the first abortion decision from 

the post-OôConnor U.S. Su-

preme Court.  

     In this decision, the Court 

upheld a criminal abortion law 

and allows the government to 

ignore medical science and 

increase the danger to the 

health of women seeking abor-

tions.  Crosby  will  discuss the 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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Send in your  

nominations  

for awards  
By STEVE FABIAN  

    The Sonoma Chapter of the 

American Civil Liberties Un-

ion is seeking nominations 

from the public for the Jack 

Green Civil Liberties and 

Mario Savio Student Activist 

awards. The Jack Green Civil 

Liberties Award honors So-

noma County residents who 

have played a significant role 

in promoting civil liberties. 

The Mario Savio Student Ac-

tivist Award honors Sonoma 

County students whose leader-

ship has made a difference in 

their school or community.  

     The Jack Green Civil Lib-

erties Award was established 

in 1989 and is named after 

Jack Green, an ACLU mem-

ber, who with Sol Nitzberg 

attempted to organize apple 

pickers and cannery workers 

in Sonoma County in 1935. 

They were beaten, tarred and 

feathered and run out of town 

by 300 vigilantes the night 

after secretly distributing fly-

ers to workers calling for a 

strike. He returned the next 

day and went to the Sonoma 

County District Attorney who 

refused to file charges. He 

came to face his attackers in 

court when the Attorney Gen-

eral led an unsuccessful prose-

cution of the leaders.  

     The Mario Savio Student 

Activist Award was estab-

lished in 1997 and is named  
(Continued on Page 2) 

 Sonoma  
Civil Liberties  

Mark Schlosberg, Police Practices Policy Director of ACLU of 
Northern California, San Francisco, attended the forum to stress the 
need to enact SB 1019 to restore police accountability to California. He 
outlined three models of  Civilian Review Boards already established in 
other areas of the state: San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley and San Jose.  
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