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Message
From the
Chair £

By ANN GRAY BYRD

Skeptics bombard us with
messages that the country
is too divided, that the spe-
cial interests are too en-
trenched. Yes, we recently
experienced an entrenched
special interest group in
Sacramento. (See stories on
Page 1 and 3.)

Dr. Martin Luther King

said, 6 The arc of
universe is long, but it
bends toward |

With this in mind, the
decision to again accept
nomination and election to
chair this Chapter was an
easy one. Our current mem-
bership, about 3,831, places
us seventh among the 22
chapters that make up the
ACLU of Northern Califor-
nia. Total ACLU -NC mem-
bership stands at 52,000!

Together, we can help
bend justice toward voice-
less immigrants and the
families of five young men
who recently lost their lives

ACLU supports Civilian Review
Board for local police activities

By SHERI GRAVES

What looked at first
like a road to victory in
establishing a Civilian
Review Board (CRB) for
police accountability in
Sonoma County and else-
where was blocked June
26 by powerful and in-
timidating law enforce-
ment association repre-
sentatives who spoke in

L opposition to SB 1019 at
a hearing in Sacramento
by the Assembly Commit-
tee on Public Safety.

The committee previ-
ously tabled another bill,
AB 1648, on the same
subject. SB 1019 passed
the state senate and
needs approval by this
committee in order to
move to the Assembly
floor for a vote. If passed
by the Assembly, it then
would move to the gover-

nordos desk
veto.

SB 1019 would have
reversed the August 2006
California Supreme Court
decision in Copley Press v.
Superior Court (see story
on Page 3), that resulted
in California law prevent-
ing the public from learn-
ing about police officers
who have been disciplined
because of misconduct.
Hearings and records
that previously were pub-
lic for decades suddenly

f or became

oconfid

A point of comparison:
Similar records on all
other public employees
and on doctors and law-
yers, remain public infor-
mation.

The result of the Cop-
ley decision is that law
enforcement now may
conceal not only the ex-
tent to which problems
may exist within a police
department, but also the
ways in which manage -
(See OPolicebod

0

at the hands of law enforce-
ment in Sonoma County.

This newsletter 0 edited
by Sheri Graves, vice chair
of your chapter 0 offers you
several opportunities to
help your Board of Directors
oObend the arc9
tice.

SERVE: Board develop-
ment is a critical issue at
this time. We have one va-
cancy on the board that
(See OMessageo

Chapter elects new officers in July

The
membership meeting took
place June 19 at the
Peace & Justice Center,
Santa Rosa.

The sole order of busi-
ness was election of
board members.

The Board elected offi-
cers at the July meeting:

chapterés

Board of Directors

Ann Gray Byrd
Chair

Sheri Graves
Vice Chair

Adam Lane -Basler
Treasurer

Marvin Pederson
Secretary

Steve Fabian
ACLU -NC Representative

Judith Volkart
ACLU -NC Alternate

At -Large
Board Members
Richard Redalia

Martin McReynolds
Nancy Palandati
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