
�Enemy Combatant 
Status: A Legal Black 
Hole� will be the subject 
of the keynote address at 
the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of Sonoma 
County�s 2004 Awards 
Ceremony and Annual 
Dinner Saturday, March 
13th 5:30 p.m. at the Se-
bastopol Veterans Memo-
rial Auditorium. The key-
note address will be de-
livered by Jenny Marti-
nez, who was part of the 
legal team that success-
fully challenged the gov-
ernment 
d e t e n -
tion of 
J o s e 
Pa d i l l a 
as an 
�enemy 
combat-
a n t � 
b e f o r e 
the U.S. 
Court of 
Appeals 
in New 
York. Ms. Martinez is a 
professor of law at Stan-
ford University School of 
Law and has served as an 
Associate Legal Officer 
at the U.N. International 
Criminal Tribunal for the 
Former Yugoslavia at 
The Hague. 

The United States has 
used the label �enemy 
combatant� to deny basic 
constitutional protections 
to citizens and non-

citizens. In the name of 
fighting the �war on 
t e r r o r i s m �  t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s 
i m pr i son ed  p e op l e 
without charging them 

with any 
c r i m e , 
d e n i e d 
t h o s e 
imprisoned 

communication 
with attorneys 
or family, and 
have attempted 
to deny those 
detained from 
taking their 
claims to a 

court. In the past weeks 
the courts have begun to 
fight back. The U.S. Court 
of Appeals ruled that Jose 
Padilla, a U.S. citizen 
arrested May, 2002 in 
Chicago must be charged 
with a crime and be 
allowed to defend himself 
and meet with an attorney 
or be released. The U.S. 
Supreme Court has 
decided to review the 
detention of Yaser Hamdi, 
an American citizen who 
w a s  c a p t u r e d  i n 
Afghanistan November, 
2001 and also declared an 
�enemy combatant.� 

Both have been held 
i n c om m un i c a d o  i n 
military brigs. Ms. 
Martinez will discuss how 
the Bush administration 
has distorted the laws of 
war to serve its own ends 
and what we can do to 
help. 

Jenny Martinez is a 
terrific speaker and you 
should not miss her. This 
is the Sonoma Chapter�s 
only fundraiser, so con-
sider being a sponsor or 
contributor to the silent 

a u c t i on . 
To donate 
to the 
a u c t i o n 
call Judith 
Volkart at 
479-0965. 
� T h e 
P a s t a 
King� Art 

Come to our 2004 Awards Celebration & 
Annual Dinner Saturday, March 13th  
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Become a Sponsor. Spon-
sors will be specially ac-
knowledged and have their 
business ad in the program. 
Also included are 2 dinners 
with reserved seating up-
front, free wine with dinner 
and knowing you have 
helped  support 
civil liberties in 
Sonoma County. Contribute clothing, 

art, food, wine, pro-
fessional services,  
gift baskets or  more 
to the silent auction.  

Ibleto is preparing a delicious 
meal of lasagna & pesto 
pasta. Reservations are $25 
($13 low income) before 
March 4th, $30 ($18 low in-
come) thereafter. The public 
is invited. This is a fun event 
- make your reservations now 
by using the form on the 
back. Reservations are held at 
the door. 

If you have never been an 
ACLU member, come to the 
dinner for free! Join ACLU at 
the regular rate or higher and 
the dinner is on us. Buy a gift 
membership and take a friend 
to dinner! New member cou-
ples that join at the joint rate 
or higher get 2 free meals. 

Community groups are 
invited to table, please call 
our hotline.  

For information call 765-

Place a business 
card ad in the dinner 
program and let peo-
ple know that your 
business supports 
civil liberties. 

Only $25 
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�Enemy Combatant Status: A Legal Black Hole� - Key-
note Address at our 2004 Awards Ceremony & Annual 
Dinner - March 13th  Sebastopol Vets Hall - Be There! 

Notice of Board Election at our Awards Ceremony and 
Annual Dinner March 13th. Want to volunteer to join the 
board and help promote civil liberties in Sonoma County? 
Contact our hotline at 765-5005. 

Send check to: ACLU OF SONOMA COUNTY, P.O. Box 14181, Santa Rosa, California 95402  -  Please Print or Type 

Name(s): __________________________________________________________  Telephone: ______________________ 

Address: ________________________________________  Apt: _______  City: ___________________  Zip: _________ 

E-mail: ____________________________  No. Dinners  $25/$30 after 3/4: ______  Low Income $13/$18 after 3/4: _____ 
I will be a Sponsor $150 (enclose business card)  2 dinners, reserved seats in front, acknowledgment & ad in program: ___ 
I want to be a Sponsor but cannot attend $100 (enclose business card)  acknowledgment & ad in program: _____ 
I will place a Dinner Program Ad $25  (enclose business card): _____ 
I will donate to the Silent Auction - Receive recognition for your business or service - Call Judith Volkart 479-0965 ____ 
I will bring a Raffle Prize to the Dinner: _____ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
   NEVER BEEN AN ACLU MEMBER?  JOIN NOW & COME TO OUR DINNER FOR FREE! (first time members only)   CNV 

Name(s): ___________________________________________________________  Telephone: _____________________ 

Address: _______________________________________  Apt: _______  City: _____________________  Zip: _________ 

E-mail:________________________________  Individual (1 Dinner) $20:_____  Joint (2 Dinners) $30:_____  Contributing (2 Dinners) $50:_____ 

Come to our Awards Ceremony and Annual Dinner 

� Action Alert e-mails inform you of civil liberties issues as they arise so you can act quickly to help impact deci-
sions being made in Sonoma County, California and nationally. 

� Action Alerts allow you to effortlessly telephone or fax letters instantly to local, state and national leaders on civil 
liberties issues. 

� Action Alerts give the ACLU a stronger voice in protecting civil liberties on pending legislation and governmental 
policies. 

� Action Alerts are easy, fast and effective! Your e-mail address will not be given to others. To sign up, go to these 
websites: 

  LOCAL & CALIFORNIA ISSUES:  https://ssl.capwiz.com/aclu/ca/mlm 
  NATIONAL ISSUES:  http://www.aclu.org & click on �RECEIVE E-MAIL UPDATES� 

BECOME AN ONLINE ACTIVIST 


